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Before picture fades in we hear rock nusic, faint at first.

ON SCREEN GRAPHI C. Del Shannon was one of the handful of
1960s Anerican Rock 'n' Rollers to survive the crushing tide
of the British |Invasion.

EXT. HAWAI | AN ESTATE - N GHT

FEBRUARY 8, 1990

A private beach house with its own pool and all the anenities.
| NT. HAWAI | AN ESTATE - CONTI NUOUS

Movi ng t hrough the house, the nusic increases in vol une.
I nstrunents are strewn about wth small anps and a drumkit.

Follow the music to
| NT. HOVE STUDI O - CONTI NUQUS

The nusic, DEL SHANNON S | atest track "Wal k Away," is now
full on. Four MJUSICIANS |isten, tapping their feet, playing
air guitar. But these aren't just any nusicians. It's the
TRAVELI NG W LBURYS: CGECRGE HARRI SON, TOM PETTY, BOB DYLAN
and JEFF LYNNE

PETTY
So what do the W/ burys think?
HARRI SON
Del's voi ce sounds as powerful as
ever. And | love the clapping - if

that's what it is.

LYNNE
Actually, it's Tom Del and ne
sl appi ng our buns.

That cracks George and Bob up.

LYNNE ( CONT' D)
W were fully clothed at the tine.

More | aughter.

DYLAN
He sounds great. \Were's he been?

LYNNE
Witing and touring.

PETTY
He put everything he had into this.
Even cancel ed a tour.



HARRI SON
Do we go on wi thout Roy or not?

LYNNE
Not only do we go on, we add soneone.

EXT. CANYON COUNTRY, CALIFORNI A - DAY

W nove down a long driveway to a beautiful honme nestled
anong trees. A new Cadillac sits in the driveway.

| NT. WESTOVER CANYON COUNTRY HOVE - DAY

We're inside another nusician's home. W push past walls
lined wth gold records for "Runaway," "Little Town Flirt,"
"Hats off to Larry"” and others. This is the hone of Charles
Weedon Westover aka 60s | egend DEL SHANNON

| NT. WESTOVER HOME - CONTI NUCUS

As the phone rings, the unnoving figure in the |eather rocking
chair, Del Shannon, renains notionless.

The answering nmachine clicks on.

DEL (V.Q)
"Hi, you've reached Del Chuck Shannon.
Leave your nessage after the tone.'

SFX: BEEP

PETTY (V. Q)
"Hey Del, it's Tom Are you there?
Pi ck up.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. WESTOVER HOVE - COOPERSVI LLE, M CHI GAN - NI GHT
1946

This nodest hone in a snmall farmng conmunity is twenty mles
out si de of Grand Rapi ds.

| NT. WESTOVER LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUCQUS

Twel ve-year-ol d CHARLES WESTOVER pl ays a beat-up ukul el e as
he listens to country artist HANK WLLIAVS on the famly
radi o. When "Calling You" ends, he pulls a worn Sears catal og
page out of his back pocket featuring an acoustic guitar for
five dollars. H s nother LEONE WESTOVER peeks in on him

LEONE
You're getting better and better all
the tinme, Chuck



CHARLI E
Thanks, nom |f | had sonmething with
six strings, |'d be even better.

EXT. WESTOVER HOVE - COOPERSVI LLE - NI GHT

Charlie's dad BERT parks his truck and takes a | ong swi g of
beer before tossing the can into a pile on the floor.

| NT. WESTOVER LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUCQUS
Bert's immediately hit by Charlie's guitar playing.
BERT
You get that Goddammed guitar out of
here or I wll.
Charlie stops playing and heads for his room
| NT. CHARLI E'S BEDROOM -- CONTI NUOUS

Leone sticks her head in.

LEONE
You can play for ne anytine, Chuck.

Charlie smles at his nom
| NT. LIVING ROOM
BERT
What ever happened to peace and qui et,
home sweet home and all that crap?
| NT. COOPERSVI LLE HI GH SCHOOL - DAY

Charlie's in class. He's playing his guitar there, too.
Cl assmat e KAREN keeps | ooking at him And vice-versa.

TEACHER
Charl es Weedon Westover
He st ops.
CHARLI E
Yes, nm' anf?
TEACHER

Congratul ati ons. You have just broken
t he canel's back

Cl ass sni ckers.



I NT. BOYS LOCKER ROOM - LATER

Pri nci pal

RUSS CONRAN escorts Charlie inside.

CONRAN
You can play in here before and after
school but only if you pay attention
in class.

CHARLI E
Did she kick ne out forever?

CONRAN
No but she did nmunbl e sonet hi ng about
this going in your permanent record.

CHARLI| E
| s there such a thing?
CONRAN
If there is, |'ve never seen it.

EXT. COOPERSVI LLE CI TY STREETS - LATER

Charli e,

carrying books and guitar, wal ks wth KAREN

KAREN
You never took a | esson?
CHARLI E
Nope. Taught nyself.
KAREN
Ww, that's amazing. | took piano

| essons but the teacher kept banging
nmy hands on the keys when | didn't
get it right. So | quit.

CHARLI E
Music can really take you anywhere.
You can be having a good day and it
makes it great. O if it's a bad
day, a good song nakes it better.
That's what | |ike about it.

KAREN
| love hearing you tal k about nusic.

She ki sses hi m qui ckly.

CHARLI E
So, you know, the promis com ng up

KAREN
| do know.



CHARLI E
Wuld you like to go with ne?

KAREN
Yes!

He smles big, she hugs himand they wal k on, hand in hand.
| NT. CHARLIE'S BEDROOM - COOPERSVI LLE - NI GHT
Charlie's lost in his guitar playing when his nomenters.

LEONE
| knocked but you didn't hear ne.

He stops strunm ng.

LEONE ( CONT' D)
Karen's on the phone for you.

I NT. KITCHEN - N GHT

An ashen Charlie is on the phone, voice |ow, desperate for
sone privacy fromhis parents sitting nearby.

CHARLI E
But it's next week...Wataya nean
you changed your m nd?..You' re going
with hin?..No, if | was interested
in her, I would ve asked her in the
first place. Bye.

Crushed, he hangs up.
| NT. BEDROOM - CONTI NUQUS

Charlie takes out his rejection on his guitar, strunm ng
furiously as his fingers bleed onto the pick guard.

EXT. THE CARPET QUTLET LOADI NG DOCK- BATTLE CREEK, M CH GAN
1958

Charlie, now 25, sits on a long roll of carpeting, scribbling

in a well-worn spiral notebook, taking occasional bites of
| unch. Boss PETER VICE gets out of his Cadillac DeVille.

VI CE
Charlie, you're gonna need anot her
not ebook soon.

CHARLI E
VWien | hear it in ny head, | have to
get it down.



VI CE
You got a title already?

CHARLI E
Littl e Runaway.

VI CE
Back at the Hi-Lo tonight?

CHARLI E
Yeah. The nmanager wants to talk.
hope he's not firing ne.

EXT. LASALLE HOTEL - BATTLE CREEK, M CH GAN - N GHT

The H -Lo Club is on the ground floor of this three-story
fl op- house. A sign announces "DOUG DEMOTT and THE MOONLI GHT
RAMBLERS. "

I NT. H -LO CLUB - THAT NI GHT

More dunp than club, its rectangular roomhas a bar with
stools on the |left and opposite that, tables in front of a
| ong uphol stered built-in bench.

Aratty curtain frames the tiny stage where the band pl ays
Elvis's "Don't." DOUG sings and plays guitar, sixty-year-old
LOREN is on "slap" bass and Charlie is on |lead. Small anps
sit on chairs; a single snare drumis unattended. \Wen Loren
starts to nod off, Charlie gives hima quick nudge.

DEMOTT
Charlie's going to sing our |ast
one. And he plays a nean lead on it,
t0oo. Thanks for comng. W'Ill see ya
all right back here tonorrow night.

As they play "Jail house Rock, it's clear that Charlie's talent
out wei ghs Doug's. And he can actually sing. Wen a fight
breaks out at the bar, the band doesn't m ss a beat.

INT. H -LO CLUB - LATER
The C ub MANAGER pulls DeMdtt aside.

CLUB MANAGER
I "' m maki ng a change.

DEMOTT
| f you want us to play sonething
el se, we can do that.

CLUB MANAGER
" m putting Westover in charge.



EXT. BROAWN S TRAI LER PARK - BATTLE CREEK, M - LATE N GHT
Charlie pulls into this nodest well-kept trailer park.
| NT. WESTOVER TRAI LER - NI GHT

A proud Charlie watches his one-year-old son CRAIG sl eepi ng
in his crib. Wfe SH RLEY joins him

SHI RLEY
| thought | heard you cone in.

They enbr ace.

CHARLI E
|'ve been pronoted. If you play your
cards right, I mght be able to get

you in for free.
She ki sses him

SHI RLEY
Come to bed and tell ne all about
it.

EXT. H -LO CLUB - ANOTHER NI GHT
"Charlie Johnson and The Big Little Show Band" headl i ne.
INT. H LO CLUB - CONTI NUOUS

The music is nore polished as Charlie, Loren, a new GU TARI ST
and drummer DI CK PARKER play Chuck Berry's "Sweet Little
Si xteen. "

I NT. H -LO CLUB - LATER
The guys pack up their stuff.

PARKER
|"ve got sonmeone you should neet.

CHARLI E
Shirley and | are very happy.

PARKER
Funny. Anot her nusician. Plays
accordi on and pi ano.

CHARLI E
W're a rock band, not Law ence Wel k.

PARKER
Does it hurt to let the guy audition?
( MORE)



PARKER ( CONT' D)
He's got this weird keyboard; very
out of this world.

I NT. H -LO CLUB - EARLY EVEN NG

Dick Parker's friend MAX CROOK arrives with cases of
equi pnent. Loren unpacks his bass.

DI CK
Hey, Max. d ad you could nake it.
That's Loren. Charlie should be here --

Charlie arrives with his guitar.

CHARLI E
Charlie Wstover. Good to neet you.

They shake hands then Max unpacks and sets up his keyboard.
It's unlike anything anyone's seen.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
Is that the -- ?

MAX
Musi tron.

A doubl e- keyboard sits atop a three-legged stand with an

anp, a speaker and custom el ectroni cs boxes. Cables are
attached, tubes hum and gl ow and Max does sone runs. Charli e,
Dick and Loren all |ook at each ot her.

MAX ( CONT' D)
You wanna start with a cover or an
original?

EXT. H-LO CLUB - NI GHT
PEOPLE |ine up outside the door and around the corner.

FAN #1
At |east we're early. Last week |
couldn't buy a seat. Fire Marshall's
a dick. Said it was too crowded.

I NT. H -LO CLUB - LATER

The band pl ays Bobby Freeman's "Do You Want To Dance." They've
got a better, tighter sound.

I NT. H LO CLUB - ANOTHER DAY
Charlie and the guys rehearse in the enpty club when the

front door opens slowy. A sharp-dressed black MAN peers
i nsi de appr ehensi vely.



9.

It's Ann Arbor disc jockey OLLIE MCLAUGHLIN. Max signals the
band to stop pl aying.

MAX
Hey Alie, cone on in.

Alie sets down a portable reel-to-reel tape machi ne.

MAX ( CONT' D)
Sorry you can't come to a show.

CLLI E
This isn't Detroit. I know how things
wor K.

MAX

Quys, this is the Alie MLaughlin.
From WHRV. He got nme ny first dea
wi th Dot Records.

Handshakes all around.

CHARLI E
Charli e Johnson.

OLLI E
Max speaks highly of you. Let's not
waste any tinme. What have you got?

As Olie sets up his tape recorder, the band gets back
onstage. They play Charlie's original "Living in Msery."
And Max's instrunmental "Hi-Lo Boogie." They finish off with
"Hound Dog." Alie smles and appl auds politely. Charlie
hands hi m anot her t ape.

CHARLI E
Thanks, A lie. There's nore on this.

Charlie flips the tape box over to point out four song titles.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
"The Search" and "I1'Il Al ways Love
You" are mne and Max wote the two
instrunmentals "M. Lonely" and
"Sevent h Hour."

OLLI E
| Iike what | heard. Let ne give
this alisten and if it's as good,
"Il talk to sone producers | know.

CHARLI E
Sounds good. Thanks for com ng.



10.
EXT. DETRO T MOVI E THEATER - DAY
An ol der building with offices above on Al exandrine Street.
| NT. TALENT ASSOCI ATES - DAY

Alie stops the tape he's been playing for co-owners HARRY
BALK and IRV M CAHNIK in their tiny office.

HARRY
|'ve bailed Little WIlie John out
of jail for the last tine. |I could
use a nice clean teen idol

EXT. DETRO T MOVI E THEATER - ANOTHER DAY
Charlie and Max approach.

CHARLI E
Hs office is in a novie theater?

MAX
| told ya. He owns sone downt own
theaters. Runs tal ent shows out of
them too.

| NT. TALENT ASSOCI ATES - CONTI NUQUS

Charlie and Max sit in the cranped waiting room Photos of
Little WIlie John, Johnny and the Hurricanes and sone | esser-
known artists line the wall. No receptionist is present.

A very harried Irving arrives, smles at Charlie and Max and
di sappears inside the office.

| NT. TALENT ASSOCI ATES - DAY
Harry shakes his head at Irving's late arrival.

HARRY
You |l ook like shit. Y know, it m ght
hel p to put our business ahead of
your business with your bookie.

| RV
Yeah, yeah.

Harry opens his office door.

HARRY
Come on in, guys.



11.
I NT. HARRY AND I RV'S OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS

Charlie and Max sit opposite Harry and Irv.

HARRY
We |ike your stuff. dlie' s got a
good ear.

CHARLI E
Thanks.

HARRY

W want to sign you to Tal ent
Associ ates and set up a recording
session in New York.

He hands them each a contract.

HARRY ( CONT' D)
Standard i ndustry contract. Think
about a nane change while you're at
it. Charles Westover doesn't exactly
pop. And if we do business, you're
younger, single and childl ess.

| NT. COFFEE SHOP - LATER
Charlie and Max flip through the contract over coffee.

CHARLI E
Five years is a long tine.
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