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Fromthe air we see it's an SRO crowd.
SUPER: JANUARY 31, 1988 - SUPER BOAL XXI |
Washi ngt on Redskins vs. Denver Broncos

FI ELD

During warmups, Denver Broncos players MARK JACKSON, RI CKY
NATTI EL and VANCE JOHNSON claw the turf with their cleats.

JACKSON
Look at this. It's an ACL tear waiting
t o happen.

JOHNSON
Like I need that on top of ny groin
pul . Too | oose.

NATTI EL
Way too fucking | oose.

JACKSON

Thi nk the Redskins will notice?

NATTI EL
|"msure as hell not telling them

BRONCOS' Sl DELI NE
Al'l three change to | onger cleats. TEAMVATES do |ikew se.
| NT. WASHI NGTON REDSKI NS LOCKER ROOM - DAY

Coach JOE A BBS confers with offensive |ine coach JOE BUGLE
and of f ensi ve coordi nat or DON BREAUX.

G BBS
We' Il announce George Rogers in the
pl ayer intros but go with Timy Smth

Bugl e and Breaux are about to object.

G BBS ( CONT' D)
| know. He only ran for 126 yards
this whol e season and he's a rookie.
But the Broncos will pinch inside.
Qur offensive line will open the
holes and with Timy’'s burst, he'l
get through. Rogers got us here but
he's too beat up.

BUGLE
VWhen do we et Smth know?



BREAUX
Ri ght before kick-off. That way he
doesn't have tinme to get nervous.
"1l tell himwe want himin there
for five or six plays early.

BUGLE
| like it. That way, he won't throw
up in the | ocker room like we'd
have to toss a snoke bonb in there
to get himout on the field.

| NT. DENVER BRONCOS LOCKER ROOM - DAY
COACH DAN REEVES finishes up his talk

REEVES
Wth a defense as strong as
Washi ngton's, the last thing we want,
and | nmean the very last thing we
want, is to get in a scoring match
wi th them

| NT. ABC BROADCAST BOOTH

Calling the game are FRANK G FFORD, AL M CHAELS and DAN
DI ERDORF.

FRANK G FFORD
We are live from San Diego, California
on a spectacul arly beautiful day for
football. And the two teans about
ready to take the field. First up,
t he National Football conference
chanpi on Washi ngt on Redski ns and
their quarterback Doug WI i ans.
Wllianms only started or played in a
total of five ganmes this season

AL M CHAELS
And | ast year, his first as a backup,
he threw one pass - an inconpletion.

| NT. STADI UM TUNNEL
Coach Breaux pulls rookie running back TI MW SM TH asi de.

BREAUX
Rogers isn't a hundred per cent. So
you won't hear your name announced
but you'll be in for those early
possessi ons.

| medi ately the "X' s" and "Os" in Smth's head literally
fall to the floor. But he nods 'okay.'



Seeing that blank ook on Smth's face, quarterback DOUG
W LLI AMS grabs him

DOUG
This is ny first Super Bow. If you
fuck it up, I'mgonna kick your ass.

I NT. JACK MURPHY STADI UM - CONTI NUOUS

Redski ns PLAYERS and STAFF gather on the sidelines. The crowd
cheers.

FRANK G FFORD (V. O.)
Wel cone to all of you who are watching
from overseas and a very speci al
wel cone to all our service nen and
service wonen around the world. The
hoopl ah and nedi a hype have died
down. The pl ayers have been in their
| ocker roons for the past two hours,
no doubt with sone cotton in their
mout hs and butterflies in their
stomachs. But with the first contact,
all of that will disappear. R ght
now, the Denver Broncos are about to
take the field. Here's ny coll eague,
Al M chael s.

AL M CHAELS (V. Q)
Frank, the Broncos are making their
second consecutive Super Bow
appearance with John Elway, Anerican
Foot bal | Conference MVP under center.

Denver Broncos PLAYERS and STAFF arrive at their sideline to
| ouder cheers than the Redskins received.

AL M CHAELS (V. O ) (CONT' D)
And so it's finally here. W are set
for the kick-off of Super Bow Twenty-
Two. Washi ngton has won the toss and
they' ve elected to receive. So Bronco
Rich Karlis wll kick off.

KARLI S signals he's ready and boots the ball deep to RI CKY
SANDERS at the one yard line. Sanders races up field past

the ten and is thrown out of bounds at the seventeen, knocking
down an official in the process.

AL M CHAELS (V.Q. ) (CONT' D)
An historic nonment as Doug WIIians
comes out to run the offense from
t he sevent een.



DI ERDORF (V. Q)
And a | ong overdue one.

REDSKI NS' HUDDLE

DOUG
Forty | ead nose.

TIMW SM TH and CLINT DIDI ER are in the backfield. Doug hands
off to Smth for a five yard gain.

Second down: anot her hand-off to Smth but the Broncos cl ose
ranks. No gain. Third and five.

Broncos' RICH DENNI SON blitzes forcing Doug to throw early.
He gets the pass off but takes a hit. GARY CLARK S wi de open
but drops it, forcing a fourth down.

M CHAELS (V. Q)
That's sonet hi ng you see about as
often as surfing in the Arctic Ccean.

Redski ns' STEVE COX punts but it's no help to the Redskins
cause since Denver starts on their own 44, nearly md-field.
Redski ns defense takes the field for the first tinme opposite
qguarterback JOHN ELWAY' S of fensive unit. They huddl e up.

From t he shotgun, Elway takes the snap, drops back and heaves
a bomb down field to wide receiver R cky Nattiel. Mking the
catch at the 8 yard line, he outruns Redskin cornerback BARRY
W LBURN, burning himfor a touchdown on the Broncos' first
pl ay. Free safety TODD BOALES never helps Wl burn with
coverage. Cornerback DARRELL GREEN runs over to WI burn.
GREEN

Hey, man. Forget that play. A bonb

i1 ke that? Not typical. Just keep

doi ng what we've done all season
The point after is good. The gane isn't two m nutes ol d.
Denver 7, Washington O.
REDSKI NS' S| DELI NE
A concerned G bbs talks to his coaching staff via headset.

G BBS
Ch, ny gosh. Here we go again.

BRONCOS' Sl DELI NE
El way' s congratul ated by offensive coordi nator M KE SHANAHAN



SHANAHAN
W're on themearly. Exactly what we
want. Play our best football for
sixty mnutes and we're chanps.

REDSKI NS' S| DELI NE
Pi ssed off, WIburn i nmedi ately goes to Coach Breaux.

W LBURN
They caught ne sleeping. I'mw de
awake now.

Broncos' Karlis again kicks off, with R cky Sanders catching
it and getting no better field position than before.

Doug' s hand-off to Smth gets themclose to a first down
before he's tackl ed.

Second down has Smith run to the 30. First and ten. Smth
takes it to the 34 on a third hand-off.

Doug's throwis batted down at the line, inconplete. Third
down and six. Wllians fires to Cark but the sideline pass
is inconplete again. Kicking teamtakes the field.

AL M CHAELS (V. Q)
Washi ngton goes three and out on
their first two possessions.

Dl ERDORF (V. Q)
Not exactly firing on all cylinders.

Cox punts. Bronco KEVIN CLARK is taken down at the 31.

From t he shotgun, Elway throws a | ong pass to MARK JACKSON,
but it's inconplete thanks to Darrell G een's defense.

Second Down: Elway connects with Jackson for a thirty-two
yard pick-up. First and ten at Redskins 36.

Elway tosses it to wi de receiver STEVE SEVELL who throws it
back to Elway for a twenty-three yard gain.

G FFORD (V. Q)
More confusion fromthe Redskins
def ense.

Ball on the Redskins 12. A Broncos' draw play gains only a
yard by SAMMY W NDER. Elway throws to Sewell, who steps out
of bounds at the 6.

Hi s receivers covered, Elway's run is stopped by DAVE BUTZ.



6.

Fourth down: Reeves sends in kicker Rich Karlis rather than
test the Redskins' defensive line. The kick is up. It's good.

Denver 10, Washi ngton O.
BRONCOS' Sl DELI NE
Li nebacker SI MON FLETCHER punps up his guys.

FLETCHER
No sl acking off. This is when we anp
it up. Play like we're behind.

| NT. PRESS BOX - CONTI NUOUS

REDSKI NS MEDI A REP
The Redskins are switching to | onger
cl eats.

Sone reporters snicker.

REPORTER
Does that include WIIlians?

REDSKI NS MEDI A REP
No word of any changes at this tine.

FI RST QUARTER - NI NE M NUTES REMAI N

Denver kicks off to Washington. Sanders catches it only to
funble after being hit by Denver's KLOSTERMAN. An intense
scrum foll ows but the Redskins' KEN BELL recovers.

AL M CHAELS (V.Q)
No team has won a Super Bow after
trailing by nore than 7 points at
any tinme during the game. They've
never even caught up.

First Down: Doug hands off to Smith. It's a 3 yard | oss.

Second down: Doug's hand-off to Kelvin Bryant picks up a
few.

Third and sixteen fromthe 12. Doug hits ART MONK for the
Redski ns' |ongest gain so far - 40 yards. Ball on 49 1/2.
Redski ns' fans cheer.

Anot her hand-off, this tinme to Sanders. Looks to be a
throw reverse but |oss of a couple on a Broncos' tackle.

Second and fourteen. Wllians to Bryant is inconplete as the
ball hits the ground. Crowd groans.
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Third and fourteen. Throw ti pped by Robbins and inconpl ete.
Redski ns punt for the third time. Mre di sappoi ntnent.

FI RST QUARTER - 6:18 LEFT

Fromthe 28, Elway hands to LANG takes it to 39. First down.
El way pitches to Lang again; another first down, across the
50 to the 48.

El way passes to Nattiel. Inconplete. Elway tosses a shove
pass to Sewell; first down.

Second down: Anot her inconplete pass, alnost intercepted by
W | bur n.

Third and ten. Elway drops back with four receivers downfield
only to be sacked by ALVIN WALTON. Loss of 18 yards. Broncos
punt is marked out at 16 yard line.

G FFORD (V. Q)
For the fourth time, Washington starts
from al nost exactly the sane field
posi tion.

DI ERDORF (V. Q)
Li ke Yogi said, "It's deja vu al
over again."

Doug's throw to Sanders picks up 8 yards. A hand off to Smith
gains 26 yards. But there's a penalty.

On second down, Doug throws short to Sanders but it's dropped.

G FFORD (V. Q)
Redskins call a tine out.

REDSKI NS' S| DELI NE

Redski ns of fense aka "The Hogs," cone off the field. Their
frustration doesn't just bubble to the surface, it's vol canic.

JOE JACOBY
VWhat the fuck

RALEI GH MCKENZI E
W | ook |ike goddamm amat eurs.

BOSTI C
Don't even fucking think |ike that.

G BBS
VWhat the hell happened to their 3-4
def ense? We designed everything around
t hat .



G bbs goes up to "The Hogs."

G BBS ( CONT' D)
What's going on up front?

Center Jeff Bostic grabs a dry-erase board and sketches out
Denver's unexpected 46-style defensive alignnent. G bbs
| egendary ability to adapt shifts into overdrive.

G BBS (CONT' D)
kay, here's what we're going to do.
We're going to run a hitch, get sone
momentum Then we're going to run
the 40/50 Gut. After we run the QGut,
we'll run counter, ball 'emup inside.

Third and 12 at the 15. Doug throws to Kelvin Bryant. First
and ten at the 35 - finally. Things start to click.

Doug drops back to pass. But that newy sodded turf causes
his left leg to slide out fromunder him tw sting awkwardly.
He crunples to the ground. The ball conmes | oose. Bronco RULON
JONES recovers.

As replay runs:

DAN DI ERDORF (V. Q)
Denver shoul d have gotten a funble
recovery right then as the ball cane
out and Rul on Jones recovered for
what woul d have been a near certain
TD. But referees blew the play dead
prematurely.

In the stands, Doug's FAMLY and Redskins' fans hold their
collective breath. Then, equally collective relief when Doug
gets up and joins the huddle - only to coll apse again.

TRAI NERS BUBBA TYER AND KI YOKI run out. Doug is clearly in
severe pain. Now there is serious concern.

TRAI NER KI YOKI (V. Q)
Doug, can you get up?

As Kiyoki's voice echoes in Doug's head, we

DI SSCLVE TO



EXT. ZACHARY, LQOUI SI ANA FI ELD - A FRI DAY NI GHT
SUPER: 1964 ZACHARY, LOU SI ANA

Total darkness - until a fifteen-foot cross explodes in
flames, lighting up the night sky. KLANSMEN surround it.

DI SSOLVE TGO
EXT. WLLIAMS HOVE - ZACHARY, LOU SI ANA - EARLY MORNI NG
We hear Doug's ol dest brother ROBERT WLLIAMS JR , 24.

ROBERT JR. (O S.)
Doug, c'non. You' ve got to get up

| NT. WLLIAMS HOMVE - BOYS' BEDROOM
Ni ne-year-ol d Doug barely stirs in his bed.

Ten by ten, the two sets of bunk beds barely have a foot
bet ween them Brothers LARRY, MANZIE and M CHAEL are stil
asl eep. Robert Jr. jostles Doug in the roomthey all share.

DOUG
It's Saturday. No school. | don't
have to get up early.

As if to enmphasize that, he rolls over, facing the wall.

ROBERT JR.
It'"s your turn.

Doug reluctantly gets hinself out of bed.
ROBERT JR. ( CONT' D)

Renmenber what | told you about
carrying it.

DOUG
You don't have to tell ne twice. |I'm
not getting splashed again.

ROBERT JR.
Yeah, that was funny.

DOUG

No, it wasn't. There wasn't anything
funny about being hosed down.

ROBERT JR
We sure weren't going to let you in
t he house snelling |like that.
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VWl king quietly so as not to wake sisters JACKI E, BARBARA
JEAN and JOSEPHI NE i n an adj acent bedroom as well as parents
ROBERT SR. and LAURA (aka M Dear - short for Mther Dear) in
the third bedroom Doug |ocates the slop jar near the back
door. He lifts it carefully.

EXT. WLLIAMS' BACKYARD - CONTI NUOUS

Compl etely focused on the unpl easant task at hand, Doug
carries the slop jar at arms length, wal king slowy and
deliberately towards the famly's outhouse. H s arm qui vers
fromthe weight of the contents but remains fully extended.

| NT. OUTHOUSE

Doug enpties the slop jar's contents, w ncing at the stench.
| NT. WLLIAMS HOME - LATER

The famly of ten gathers around the table for breakfast.

ROBERT SR
M ss Jeanette tells ne you' re running
some errands for her.

DOUG
| am | promsed M. WII I'd pick
up cat food for him too. Ch, and
M. Harry asked ne to help out with
his gardening. He said his hipis
bot heri ng hi m agai n.

ROBERT SR
What about your homewor k? Hel ping
our neighbors is good. Education is
better.

DOUG
Al'l done.

M DEAR
Isn't e Mss playing at LSU today?

DOUG
Yes, M Dear.

M DEAR
Be back before those people drive
t hrough t own.

DOUG
"Il stay away from anyone waving a
confederate fl ag.
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M CHAEL
Isn't that every white person around
her e?

ROBERT SR

They' re not al ways so obvious. You
listen to your nother.

I NT. LOCAL STORE - LATER

Doug stares up at the Coca Cola clock. Al those errands
have taken nore tine than he thought.

EXT. LEMON RQOAD - CONTI NUQUS
Carrying a full bag of itens, Doug wal ks briskly. Wen a

charter bus full of white Oe Mss STUDENTS wavi ng Confederate
flags slows at the intersection, he's got nowhere to run.

Doug qui ckens his pace, avoiding any eye contact. Then,
sonmet hing hurled fromthe bus hits himsquare in the face.
It's a vanilla m | kshake. Students |augh. The bus drives on.
Doug wi pes his face on his arm

| NT. WLLIAMS HOVE - LATER
Doug arrives hone, caked with dried m | kshake.

M DEAR
My God. Did you see who did this?

She wets a dish towel and w pes his face.

DOUG
Even if | did, would it matter?

M DEAR
Let's get you out of those clothes.

Doug heads down the hall to change.
ROBERT SR
It could have been worse. A whole

| ot worse. WAsh up. Things down by
the creek'll be a whole |lot quieter.

EXT. RIVER - FI SH NG
Wth makeshi ft poles, Doug and Robert Sr. fish in silence.

ROBERT SR
You doi ng okay over there?



12.

DOUG
| can still taste the vanilla ice
cream from t hat shake.

ROBERT SR
Don't get used to it. You listen to
your nother and nme about these things.
W want you safe.

DOUG
| thought we only had to stay in on
Friday nights 'cause of the cross-
burni ngs. Am | supposed to stay inside
during the day, too? Wy do they
hate us so nuch? W didn't do anything
to them

ROBERT SR
You're right. Mstly, they resent us
for wanting equal treatnent. Even
after being injured at Pearl Harbor.
Even after working construction. It
doesn't seemto matter

(beat)
It's not all of them It only seens
t hat way.
Doug takes that in, refocusing on the fishing. Still nothing -

until he's pulled face-first into the water.

ROBERT SR. ( CONT' D)
Get up, son! You've got him

Doug fights to get back on his feet.

DOUG
You sure? | think he's got ne.

Doug recovers and proudly hauls in a | argenout h bass.

DOUG ( CONT' D)
WIIl this even fit in a frying pan?

EXT. ZACHARY LI TTLE LEAGUE FI ELD - ANOTHER DAY

M Dear and Robert Sr. watch this scorel ess gane between the
all black Zachary Indians and the all black Baker Beasts.

Bases are loaded in the fifth and final inning. Doug' s coach,
M LTON LEE, nakes a pitching change.

COACH LEE
WIllianms, you're in for Gundy.
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